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From July 14th, 1980 CBS NEWS Mike Wallace interviews Presidential Candidate Ronald Reagan prior to 
the start of the 1980 Republican National Convention in Detroit, Michigan. 
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we spent the better part of last thursday with the reagan family in california with the governor his daughter 
patty and his wife nancy and you'll meet them all the first family of the gop over the next hour ronald reagan 
69 years old two-term governor of california in the sixties and the seventies arrived in detroit today to be 
crowned the current king of the republicans it was his third bid for the nomination the successful run richard 
nixon had buried the novice politicians tentative bid back in 1968 gerald ford barely eked out a win over 
reagan four years ago this year after a slow start in iowa reagan promptly moved out in front and though he 
lost the primaries in some of the large eastern and midwestern states to george bush his conservative wing 
of the party was not going to be denied and it is that perceived conservatism plus reagan's inconsiderable 
experience in government in general and washington in particular that the carter team is planning to use 
against him in the campaign ahead we sat down with the governor at his comfortable home in pacific 
palisades for a tour of his political horizon isn't there a certain arrogance in a man whose total formal 
government experience is eight years in sacramento as governor of california in wanting to take over the 
direction of the foreign policy and the economic policy and the broad social policy of the greatest superpower 
in the world well i don't think it's arrogance and i find myself uh very conscious of the size of the undertaking 
the difficulty but on the other hand of your uh yes but also the fact that at this point in my life uh i'm not 
politically ambitious uh i am not uh wait wait no not politically ambitious no in other words i'm not uh i'm not 
on any ego trip or glory ride i realize the 
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ego trip or glory ride i realize the enormity of it i realize the sacrifice at the things that i would like to be doing 
that i will not be able to do uh you've been to the ranch called bald mountain it was almost five years ago that 
60 minutes visited the reagan ranch 680 acres in the mountains above santa barbara rancho del ciello they 
call it ranch of heaven the reagan's treasure its tranquility its isolation when we visited them there five years 
ago nancy reagan told us how she and her conservative husband had first become acquainted that you met 
this fella first about 24 years ago because you were a subscriber to the daily workers potty newspaper i 
wasn't but but there wasn't nancy davis who was and um i was doing a that's our dog hates the communists 
just like his mom and his dad i was doing a picture for marvin leroy and um i complained to him about it and 
he said i know ronald reagan and he's president the screen actors guild and and uh he'll be able to straighten 
out your problem you didn't want to get on any black list or anything of the sort nancy davis daily worker 
subscriber well at that point i just wanted to meet ronald reagan they called him the king of the bee pictures 
nancy's film career was less lustrous the only movie in which they ever appeared together was this 
forgettable item called hellcats of the navy released 23 years ago when he was 46 and she was 34. take 
over for me will you frankie [Music] can you explain this governor why should a competent decent mainly 


successful two-term governor of california man acknowledged by the reporters who have covered him 
through the years to be bright and serious and devoted dead honest why should that man still have the 
reputation among some millions of 
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reputation among some millions of americans as neanderthal or even dangerous a hip shooter lightweight 
actor-ish in short probably not up to the job of president of the united states mike i find the farther away you 
get from california the more that image exists not as much as it did before the 76 campaigns i think more 
people got to know me hear me firsthand and learn what we've done what i think it evidences is a tendency 
today on the part of the media to image build they establish an image and then i once angered some of the 
press by referring to it as kind of an uh journalistic incest that once someone is tagged with it for example this 
is far afield from what you've just said but i am so tired of reading something that one reporter or journalist 
once said about me and now it is automatically attached to me in most stories ronald reagan who never got 
the girl in the movies when he was in pictures i always got the girl and but i think they go on and they never 
check so this image builds now maybe it started because may i suggest that it started for instance back in 
1965 when you were running for governor and you had a colorful quote about the united states and vietnam 
it's silly talking about how many years we'll have to stay in the jungles of vietnam you said when we could 
pave that whole country put parking stripes on it and still be home for christmas now you weren't a kid at the 
time you were 54 years old yes and running for governor right but you have to know the whole context 1965 
this was when for the first time with men dying put there by a democratic administration that in 1964 i 
opposed having only been a republican two years uh an administration that ran on literally a peace program 
that was the 
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literally a peace program that was the republicans who would put us into the vietnam war when it was they 
who had already injected us in there and knew as the pentagon papers later revealed that they had plans for 
a half a million more men going but now americans were dying over there and suddenly we had 
demonstrations here at home in which at that time they weren't just walking with picketing signs they were 
lying down in front of troop trains they were interfering with the shipment of necessary munitions and so forth 
to americans were fighting for their lives over there now i grant you uh and grant me uh coming into politics 
for the first time i was used to speaking my mind and in colorful phrases as you've pointed out to emphasize 
a point i read just this morning in the new york times that the russians say well we thought that we were for 
reagan in effect we thought we were for reagan and carter is hopeless but he's not crazy as for reagan we're 
not sure that he's not mike i would be very worried about me if the soviet union wanted me to be president i 
think very definitely the soviet union is going to throw a few bones to mr carter during this coming campaign 
in order to help him continue as president why should the soviet union worry about ronald reagan as 
president maybe because for one thing i oppose assault to treaty but at the same time i am on record as 
saying i would sit down as president of the united states with the soviet union for as long as it took to 
negotiate a legitimate arms reduction i cannot support a supposed arms limitation treaty that augments the 
nuclear weapons on both sides beginning with 3 000 additional warheads for the soviet union but if they 
would like to negotiate out to where we reduce nuclear weapons to the point that neither one of us 
represents a threat to the other i'll sit at that kind of a negotiating table with them i'm still not sure what you 
mean the russians would worry about me as president maybe they have some of the 
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president maybe they have some of the same image that uh you have just been talking about here that 
people here have now i'm not trigger-happy but i also am aware that vacillation weakness on-again off-again 
policy such as this administration has displayed can back us into a war how did you and your staff apparently 
manage to pull such a boner on the naacp convention i don't know but then i don't understand a lot of things 
about the males uh you mean to say that the i didn't invitation from the naacp never reached you i did not 


know of that invitation until 30 minutes before i got mr hook on the phone benjamin hooks benjamin hook and 
he had already and it was on the news wires that he had already made that statement about my not even 
replying to their invitation he said it demonstrated your racial insensitivity yes and showed that you had given 
up the black boat and both were untrue and i explained the situation to him i said i have only just learned of 
this and learned it was a result of being on the news wires but but it it sounds like if i may one of your own 
aides quoted if you're running for president and you see the naacp is having a convention you don't wait for 
an invitation you seek it out now that doesn't mean that you've got to look for you yourself but somebody in 
your staff well i didn't on the other hand there's another thing too that you look at you also don't want to be 
rebuffed how many blacks are there on your top campaign staff governor i couldn't honestly answer you no 
that speaks for itself huh i say that speaks for it no because i can't tell you how many people are on the staff 
but you can tell back from white oh yes but i mean we've got a we've got a mix of of volunteers and staff 
members i'm talking about top campaign staff well let me put it 
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top campaign staff well let me put it there let me not belabor i mean apparently there are none no i don't think 
so i mean i'm i don't i don't agree with you on that all i know is that we are making and going to make uh a 
determined effort to convince them that our party offer has more to offer them uh than the party that's been 
giving them rhetoric and very little action for all these years you have questioned the loyalty of mary crisp co- 
chair of the republican national committee who had the courage to say flatly our party quote is suffering from 
a serious internal sickness our party has endorsed and worked for era for 40 years now we are reversing our 
position and are about to bury the rights of over 100 million american women under a heap of platitudes it so 
happens that there is a great polarization not only on the proponents of era but on the opponents of era now 
my own position was that certainly we could find some middle ground there which i think has been found uh 
because either way you went you estranged and and angered one group if you went anti or if you went pro 
but for 40 years your party you among them for 40 years you said yes i have a copy of a letter that you wrote 
back in 1972 in which you said you can use my name i fully agree i want to support era after 40 years of the 
of the gop leading on this issue ronald reagan is now going to be perceived rightly or wrongly rightly or 
wrongly again it's a question i suppose of image perceived as against women's rights mike let's put this in a 
proper context yes it's true at one time and without i'm not a lawyer one time it sounded all right to me i said 
why not and this was long before it really got to the place of ratification and so forth for the states now now 
as it came close as a governor i suddenly find myself 
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as a governor i suddenly find myself with the responsibility knowing what i'm doing and what i'm signing and i 
received legal advice and counsel on this i am for equal rights never more so then and now than than i am 
right now i can prove it by my record you also as governor it should be pointed out signed a bill of the most 
liberalizing abortion as no other state in the united states not true well let's face it legal abortions in california 
went up from i've got the figures here in 1967 518 1974 your last year's governor 135 762 under a law 
passed by the democratic legislature of california and signed by ronald reagan and you got a lot of 
republican legislators mad at you because you did it no this was a very there was a very bitter fight in this in 
this whole thing and finally the word came to me that the author a democrat would amend the bill to anything 
i felt i could sign now i did an awful lot of soul searching as to what i could sign and i came to the conclusion 
that interrupting a pregnancy is the taking of a human life and that can only be defended on the basis of self- 
protection that a mother for example would have the right to protect herself her own life against that of her 
unborn child i have to tell you that the breakdown has not been because of anything we signed in the law the 
breakdown has been in the ethics of those who were supposed to enforce it last february governor you said 
a telegram to the pro-life committee which said quote my strong position is that the protection of the unborn 
is a major issue facing our nation it is my intention to have a vice presidential running mate whose beliefs are 
consistent with my major principles that would seem to rule out george bush 
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that would seem to rule out george bush and howard baker because both of them are against the 
constitutional amendment well uh it would be a certainly an important consideration for me and making the 
choice i have to make if you if you stand by that statement and they apparently are against the amendment 
bush and baker are gone well uh i'm i haven't personally asked them about that or their position would be it's 
getting late in the game i know and i'm not going to speculate about this because i haven't made a choice 
what about luger and rumsfeld are they for or against i have not had an opportunity to check that either you 
mean to say you haven't got your mind made up i don't think that's unusual uh we've heard of including four 
years ago meetings uh after the nomination going until three and four o'clock in the morning of a group then 
sitting down to select out of all of the available possibilities the vice president that's how we got sparrow 
agnew huh well you're said to need a moderate with strength in the northeast and midwest to help you win 
bush fills the bill and yet i think there's something cynical in uh choosing someone of a differing political view 
than your own uh for the idea in mind of getting votes i think your choice should be based on who do you feel 
could be a president if he had to be and bush couldn't uh i'm not saying that but i'm saying that this is what 
the decision should be when you start balancing the ticket you are promising the people the things that you 
will do if you're elected right and you balance the ticket with someone who won't do those things if he has to 
step in and take over and i don't think he's aware of what's cynical baker's out bush is out because of the 
constitutional amendment on abortion their stand and because bush has a different we're down to luger in 
rumsfeld or lax all the uh the uh you know 


00:16:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=mngFSLKwA9M&t=961s 





the uh the uh you know according to the story in the lab you're saying that i'm not i understand i'm not even 
nodding agreement if you were president would you impose some kind of a quota on the importation of 
foreign especially japanese automobiles first of all what i would like to do would you would you suggest that it 
be imposed well first what i would like to do and i don't have these facts and i have told some of our people 
and we have some very good people helping us in research and so forth i want to Know to what extent there 
is an unfair differential on tariff i also want to know to what extent are we having dumping dumping being 
japanese companies or any other companies from outside selling in our market for lower than production 
costs but subsidized by their own government you mean you don't know this yet no i don't pretty important 
well i'll have that uh when i go to detroit you promise that if elected you'll have the white house doctor check 
you out periodically for signs of senility and that you'll step down if serious evidence of mental deterioration 
were detected the new york times has a doctor employed who writes for them lawrence k altman yes sir he 
came out here he saw every doctor who's ever seen me now they all told him i was very healthy and all and 
he said but but what about senility and i said well i don't feel senile and i don't think there's any evidence of 
but he says what if such would occur in the white house while you were there and i said well if i thought there 
was ever any evidence that i was incapable of holding the job that my memory was going or something i'd 
step down five years ago up on his ranch i asked ronald reagan when was the last time we had a leader that 
we had a good deal of faith in franklin delano roosevelt he took his case to the people when the new deal 
started he was faced with a congress that wouldn't go along he went over their heads with the 
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he went over their heads with the fireside chat they were the most popular program on radio he took his case 
to the people and he enlightened the people and the people made the congress feel the heat it isn't 
necessary to enlighten congress just put the heat on and he got the things that that he wanted you have said 
that politics is the second oldest profession and that you've come to know it bears a great similarity to the 
first politicians as prostitutes governor well uh sometimes yes uh care to name names no but i think there is 
this is this is where again i come back down to the position of whether there shouldn't be people who are not 
professional politicians who take a turn in government who bring the thinking of the person who lives under 
the laws to government when it becomes a career even with the with the most decent of people there is a 
tendency to say well i can't help the people unless i stay here so therefore i will vote this way or i will vote 
that way now for eight years as governor i refuse to let anyone ever suggest on any issue the political 
ramifications of that issue because it's like seeing someone else's card when you're playing cards you can't 


take out of your mind no matter how honest you are where that card is and i didn't want to know the political 
ramifications i said we will make every decision based on what is right or wrong for the people to the best of 
our ability well then europe you're planning to be a one-term president well i know this i'm go i'm not gonna 
i'm not going to spend the first four years getting ready to run for the second four i'm going to do what i think 
needs to be done now that means i can't run then i can't run but it didn't mean it when i was governor and i 
did it when i was governor you're not declaring for one term now though no you 


END 


